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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.02 pm]:  Before I move the adjournment motion, 
I want to advise members, and make the Leader of the Opposition’s day while I am doing so, that I do not 
propose that there be a house management committee meeting this evening.  I hear the sighs and groans of 
disappointment around the Chamber. 

Hon Norman Moore:  I am bitterly disappointed.  I was looking forward to it. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I again wish the Leader of the Opposition and his colleagues well for their celebrations 
today.  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Industrial Hemp - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.03 pm]:  I rise because I am motivated by Hon Tom Stephens and the 
Leader of the House.  I refer to an article in yesterday’s The West Australian entitled “Chance wants law change 
to allow industrial hemp”.  That is absolutely wonderful.  I listened to Hon Tom Stephens, who motivated me 
further.  I refer to the uncorrected proof of Hansard.  He said - 

We are lucky in this State to have the leadership of someone like Geoff Gallop, who brings to the 
cabinet room a sensitivity to regional Western Australia that I believe was never on offer under any 
previous administration, either from the coalition or us. 

He said that so well that he motivated me.  I will hold Hon Tom Stephens to that absolutely fantastic production 
when I ascertain whether, in the long term, our Premier really cares about regional Western Australia.  The 
Leader of the House was also quoted in the newspaper yesterday as saying that a proposal for legislation to allow 
the cultivation and processing of industrial hemp would have to be presented to Cabinet.  The potential for this 
industrial hemp is fantastic.   

The Leader of the House wants the law changed.  However, it is only a reclassification.  That is fantastic.  We all 
know what industrial hemp is.  The oldest known hemp paper dates back to 770 AD, and was first used by the 
Chinese.  By the sixteenth century, hemp became the material of choice of the European papermakers, including 
for the Gutenburg Bible and King James Bible.  

The first copy of the American Declaration of Independence was made with hemp paper from recycled hempen 
rags.  This is a good opportunity to look at hemp; agriculture needs something like this.  We use hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of paper each year.  Hemp paper cannot replace timber, but it is a great supplement.  It 
requires less bleaching than paper and will make all grades of paper, fabric and rope.  Hemp stalk and stem make 
higher grades of paper and cloth.  Hemp seed oil is good for industrial food and is used as a biodegradable agent.  
Only the cellulose and water of the hemp plant is harvested.  The rest of the plant is left in the ground to return 
nutrients to the soil.  The roots of the hemp plant grow about one and a half feet into the soil.  That material is 
left in the ground. 

Hemp requires no pesticides or herbicides and will act as a weed suppressant.  During the Second World War, 
the United States reintroduced hemp and it was used in many products, including petrol.  Henry Ford mixed 
hemp with fibreglass and made an indestructible motor vehicle.  One of the reasons hemp is failing in this 
country is that it does not need herbicides or pesticides and it acts as a weed suppressant.  One can imagine that 
Monsanto Australia Ltd is saying that there is no way it will let people grow hemp.  I am sure that the Leader of 
the House would already know that hemp grows roots from 10 to 12 inches in 30 days.  A crop takes 
approximately 120 days to grow.  We could probably grow paulownia trees, but they take a minimum of 10 
years before they can be harvested.  Hemp can be harvested in 120 days.  One Japanese company is interested in 
setting up a pulp mill in Manjimup, a town that obviously needs some industry.  The pulp mill would be capable 
of handling five tonnes a month.  The other alternative is the old Boyup Brook flax mill, which would have to be 
refurbished. 

Hemp can be used for clothing.  I have seen hemp suits and shirts.  Hemp can be used for oil and lip balms.  I 
was given some shampoo made from hemp.  Hemp can be used as a stockfeed; it can be used in many products.  
Hemp can be used in the fallow years after a fire to prevent soil degradation and erosion.  It has a long taproot 
that is used to bind soil.  People are considering mixing hemp with recycled plastic for use as fence posts.  That 
industry is already established overseas.  It could be another area in which we can use hemp in Australia.  Henry 
Ford ran a motor vehicle on products derived from hemp.  The result of adding 10 per cent ethanol to a diesel 
engine - making a “diesoil” engine - is a 50 per cent decrease in air pollution and a five per cent increase in 
thermal efficiency.  Hemp may be processed into acetone, tar or pitch for industrial uses.  Hemp can be 
processed into building materials such as medium density fibreboards.  After the comment in the newspaper, I 
want to tell the minister that this is a great opportunity.  We should not confuse hemp with marijuana.  It is an 
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industrial hemp.  In fact, a person could roll a cigarette out of a hectare of hemp and still not get a buzz.  It is a 
non-drug hemp.  It is an industrial hemp that has many uses.  It can be used for stockfeed.  The growing of hemp 
would provide none of the threats associated with marijuana.  It has been suggested that someone could plant a 
marijuana plant in a hemp field.  That would be most unlikely as it would be polluted by the other male plants, 
which I believe would kill off the marijuana plant.  The downsides to hemp are minimal.  I was thrilled when the 
minister said he would consider the issue.  He would be aware that several people are waiting for the 
announcement of a hemp trial so that they can plant several hectares.  It would be great if we could get it 
organised before May, because after that, agriculturalists will be out of commission until next year.   

I ask the minister to look at this as a priority and with the same enthusiasm with which he pushed forward the 
gay and lesbian Bill.  It would be great if he could reprioritise hemp with the same diligence and efficiency.  
However, I do not want him to confuse it with the gay and lesbian Bill.  I would prefer it to be reprioritised by 
itself - with no hemp attached.  Members might know that string and rope can be made from hemp.  We are one 
of the only States that has classified hemp as a poison.  We know that it is not a poison.  In Western Australia, 
hemp is classified under several Acts but does not fit any of those classifications.  It is classified under the 
Poisons Act, but it is not a poison.  It is classified under the Misuse of Drugs Act, but it is not a drug.  All that is 
required for such a trial to be approved are small strokes of the minister’s pen and a submission to Cabinet.  I 
have great confidence that the minister will diligently push this forward and satisfy all those people in the 
Agricultural Region, which both I and the minister represent, who have asked for a trial.  I have put my faith in 
him and hope that something happens.  

Perth International Arts Festival, Patronage - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.12 pm]:  I bring to the attention of the House a significant 
event in the arts that took place this week; that is, the cash donation by Dr Handa of $1 million to the Perth 
International Arts Festival.  Mr President, as a patron of the arts in Perth and an attendee at many of the festival 
events this year, you would share my joy that Western Australia, through the good lobbying by Dr Geoffrey 
Gibbs and others, has been able to bring to Perth a patronage system that has resulted in a $1 million cash 
donation by Dr Handa from Japan.  The 2003 festival, which will be the fiftieth and golden anniversary 
celebration of the world’s oldest large international arts festival, will receive one-third of its funding through this 
cash donation and will be able to make the 2003 festival very significant.   
I raise this today because it is a significant contribution to the arts in Western Australia and must be recognised 
for what it is.  Dr Handa is a visionary.  He has command of both the world stage and arts business.  Under the 
patronage system, he will become the World President of the Perth International Arts Festival.  I was 
disappointed to hear someone suggest on television a few evenings ago that to accept this form of patronage 
would demean the Festival of Perth.  I remind colleagues that the Festival of Perth grew out of the annual 
summer school held at the University of Western Australia.  The University of Western Australia is still a 
substantial patron of the festival.  We desperately need this sort of injection and should look on it as a positive 
contribution to a celebration in Western Australia.  It is the only way to accept this contribution.  Dr Handa 
should be congratulated, as should all those people - including Sean Doran and Dr Geoffrey Gibbs - who have 
worked very hard to achieve this patronage, and the end result of $1 million in cash towards the 2003 festival 
should be acknowledged and acclaimed. 

Antinuclear Legislation - Adjournment Debate 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [5.16 pm]:  I rise this evening to speak on the antinuclear 
situation in Western Australia.  Earlier today my colleague, Hon Giz Watson introduced a petition containing a 
further 1 000 signatures relating to this situation.   When one considers that over the past few years some 23 681 
signatures have been lodged opposing the nuclear industry, it is time we got on with the job.  On 12 June 2001, 
Hon Giz Watson introduced the antinuclear legislation for the third time.  With that in mind, I refer the 
Government to its policy, which states - 

Labor will: 

•  continue to be vigilant about preventing Pangea-style nuclear waste dumps being established in 
Western Australia; 

•  oppose the dumping and transport of Lucas Heights waste into Western Australia; 

•  prohibit the importation of radioactive waste into Western Australia; 

•  prohibit the mining and export of uranium; 

•  regulate the mining and export of thorium to ensure that it is not used for nuclear purposes; 

•  ensure that residual stockpiles from post exploration and mining activities are made safe . . .  
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This is the third time this legislation has been introduced.  We believe we have given the Government adequate 
time to review the legislation, and to date we have received little response.  This is one of the largest petitions 
ever formed in Western Australia, with the exception of the anti-Pangea legislation, the signatures on which 
totalled some 50 000.  We must bear in mind that these sorts of figures clearly show that the community of 
Western Australia does not want this State to have anything to do with the nuclear industry.  We must be 
vigilant, because with current proposals for a new reactor at Lucas Heights, and the depositing of waste from the 
old reactor and the new one, we still remain a target for that waste.  Pangea Resources Ltd, by definition, 
recently put out some misleading propaganda saying it is leaving Western Australia.  In one sense that is true, 
but if one studies what Pangea is saying, it still believes that Western Australia is the best location.  Although it 
has retreated to Zurich, Switzerland, I believe its intent is still clear. 

America has determined to provide more nuclear power stations and enhance its nuclear capabilities.  I do not 
think we in this State - this is reflected in the petitions - wish to be party to any of that.  It is our view that it 
would be an ideal time for this Government to embrace our legislation, move forward and facilitate the passing 
of that legislation so that the community of Western Australia can rest easy. 

I was previously involved as a coordinator for the Anti-Nuclear Alliance of Western Australia.  It has been not 
only my desire over time but also the desire of my colleagues, Hon Dee Margetts, Hon Jim Scott, Hon Christine 
Sharp and Hon Giz Watson to ensure that we facilitate the banning of nuclear activities in Western Australia so 
that it is enshrined in law and will remain, as far as we are concerned, the parameter on which Western Australia 
is based and that this will be a clean, green, nuclear-free State. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.20 pm 

__________  
 


